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G R A D E  N I N E  A C A D E M I C
P R O G R A M M E

There are six compulsory courses for grade 9 students. These are:

ENGLISH, CANADIAN GEOGRAPHY, MATHEMATICS, SCIENCE, RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION, FRENCH, 

Students  in  Grade  9  will  choose  from one  or  more  of  the  following  pathways  of  courses:
academic, applied and open. A fourth pathway, locally developed/workplace, is available upon
consultation with the grade eight teacher and special education department.  All three types of
courses in Grade 9 provide the necessary prerequisites for all Grade 10 courses in the same
discipline in the same stream.

In an  academic course, the essential concepts of a subject are learned and related material
explored as well. Although knowledge and skills in the subject will be developed through both
theory and practical  applications,  the emphasis will  be on theory and abstract thinking as a
basis for future learning and problem solving. 

An applied course also covers the essential concepts of a subject. Knowledge and skill will be
developed through both theory and practical applications. In applied courses, familiar, real-life
situations will  be used to illustrate ideas, and more opportunities will  be given to experience
hands-on applications of the concepts studied.

Open courses are not specific to any particular post secondary destination, and are appropriate
for all students. Students may take open courses to meet compulsory or optional requirements
and/or for personal interest and growth.

Guidance counsellors and the grade eight teacher will offer advice as to which type of course
would best suit the student’s needs.

All Grade 9 courses are one credit courses requiring a minimum of 110 hours of scheduled time.

St.  Anne’s  is  semestered.  This  means  that  students  take  four  courses  from September  to
January and another four courses from February to June.

All students must take Religion in each of their four years at St. Anne’s High School.

A TYPICAL TIMETABLE

SEMESTER I SEMESTER II
ENGLISH SCIENCE
FRENCH ELECTIVE
LUNCH LUNCH
ELECTIVE GEOGRAPHY 
MATHEMATICS RELIGION



SPECIAL EDUCATION RESOURCE WITHDRAWAL PROGRAM

The resource program at St. Anne encompasses these areas:

Student  Monitoring -  these students are pulled  from classes to monitor  their  academic
progress or to receive individual or small group tutoring. These programs are designed to
enable the student  to succeed with  full  or  partial  integration,  with support  from staff  and
educational assistants.

Please contact the Special Education Department for more information.

Life Skills - these students are fully integrated where possible and work towards a Certificate
of Education or a Certificate of Accomplishment.

Resource Withdrawal - these students earn a full credit with a Special Education teacher.
The credit is coded GLE100, 200, 300, or 400 and only identified students are eligible

Student Success Teacher. The SST is another member of the support team dedicated to
improving outcomes for students who require extra support in order to achieve an Ontario
Secondary School Diploma (OSSD). The SST works to identify, co-ordinate, and implement
the supports needed to improve student achievement, retention, and transition. 

New Programs - SHSM

SPECIALIST HIGH SKILLS MAJOR –   Information, Communication Technology SHSM  

This program focuses on the development and application of skills in the area of converging
media.   Students  will  use  graphic  design,  videography,  Photography,   T.V.  production,
interactive new media and other communication methods to create the school yearbook, the
school newspaper, produce live morning video announcements, create promotional print and
video materials for the school, school board and local businesses and non-profit groups.  This
project driven, activity based program will give students ample opportunities to apply their skills
in the school environment and with all community partners - colleges, universities, board and
workplace.
The ability to access and utilize information and to communicate effectively are skills that will
prepare students for a wide range of career opportunities in the twenty first century.  There are
many career opportunities for this sector in our community.  The most recent report from the
Windsor  Essex  Economic  Development  Corporation  has  targeted  Creative  Industries/Digital
Media as one of the key industry groups which hold potential growth for the Windsor - Essex
region.  Partnerships with St. Clair College, University of Windsor and various ICT companies
enable students in the college/ apprenticeship and university pathways to prepare themselves
for  studies  in  this  dynamic  and  exciting  career  path.   Experiences  at  the  provincial  Skills
competition, recording events and other venues will prepare students in the workplace pathway
for positions in this sector.  Recently, our local college (St. Clair) has opened one of the top
journalism and communication programs in the country in their state of the art Mediaplex.  Dual
credits with St. Clair College have been established in this sector as well.  The school is situated
near Windsor and Detroit Michigan, two large urban centers which offer multiple partnership and
employment opportunities.

For more information contact:
Lead Teacher: Mr. Jim Nehmetallah, Dept Head, Technical Studies

Specialist High Skills Major - Environment
The SHSM-Environment allows students to focus on many aspects of environmental science
and can be designed to have a particular focus, for example:
Environmental Protection – work related to air quality, water quality, land quality, waste 
management, restoration and reclamation, human and environmental health and safety, 
environmental protection management.
Conservation and Preservation of Natural Resources – work related to fisheries and 
wildlife, forestry, agriculture, mining, energy, parks and natural reserves, natural  resources 
management.
Environmental Sustainability – work related to education, research and development, 
policy and legislation, communications and policy awareness, management for sustainable 
development

The SHSM–Environment enables students to build a foundation of sector-focused 
knowledge and skills before graduating and entering apprenticeship training, college, 
university, or an entry-level position in the workplace.  It also offers experiential learning and 
career exploration activities within the sector as well as reach ahead experiences connected 
with the student’s postsecondary plans.

For more information contact:
Lead Teacher: Mrs Deanna Cullion



SPECIALIST HIGH SKILLS MAJOR –   Energy SHSM  

An offsite facility is under renovation and is being retrofitted for state of the art technological 
research and development, training and teaching programs pertaining to the energy sector.  
Students enrolled in the SHSM Energy program will have the opportunity to explore the 
generation, distribution and consumption of renewable and alternative sources of energy 
including wind, solar and biomass.  Using the well established manufacturing industry in our 
area, students will also explore how these technologies are applied in the manufacturing, home 
design and greenhouse industries. 
The potential impact of the green economy is huge.  Ontario's Green Energy Act is considered 
to be among the most aggressive in North America with its focus on building the green industry 
in the province.  The Windsor-Essex region is well positioned to take advantage of this 
opportunity.  The most recent Windsor-Essex Economic Development Corporation draft 
strategic plan (August 2010) highlights Renewable Energy and Related Technologies as one of 
the top industry groups with potential for our area.  Industries in the renewable energy sector 
have already made many new investments in our area within the past 2 years.  Therefore, the 
Windsor-Essex region is well positioned to take advantage of green energy projects and host 
green energy systems manufacturing facilities.  St. Clair College has launched their Energy 
Systems Design Technology program in September 2011. We plan on preparing our students 
for this and the Electrical and Computer Engineering program at the University of Windsor as 
well as the many trades associated with energy.

For more information contact:
Lead Teacher: Mrs. Pauline VanBeek 

SPECIALIST HIGH SKILLS MAJOR   –  Justice, Community Safety and Emergency   
Services 

The Specialist High Skills Major (SHSM) program in Justice, Community Safety & 
Emergency Services gives students an opportunity to specialize, gain qualifications, and 
plan a career pathway in various areas of the Justice, Community Safety & Emergency 
Services sectors while still in high school. The SHSM Program has a number of required 
components, designed to give students a "leg-up" to pursue post-secondary opportunities 
within Policing, Military, Fire Fighting, Security and related career fields.

For more information contact:
Lead teacher: Mr. Kris Procyk

New Programs - SHSM



HEALTH AND WELLNESS – SHSM

The Specialist High Skills Major (SHSM) program in Health and Wellness gives students an
opportunity to specialize, gain qualifications, and plan a career pathway in various areas of 
the Health and Wellness sector while still in high school. The SHSM Program has a 
number of required components designed to give students an advantage as they pursue 
post-secondary opportunities in each of the identified sectors, valuing all 4 destinations.
The Required Components are as follows:

Bundled Credits:
Each SHSM program offers students a bundle of 8-10 credits including: 

4 “major” credits in courses related to Health and Wellness (2 in Grade 11 and 2 in Grade 
12)
Supporting credits: 1 Grade 12 English credit, 1 Grade 11 math credit, 1 science credit, 2 
cooperative education credits, and other complementing credits that will be delivered in the 
context of that sector

Contextualized Learning Activities: Supporting credits, such as English, math, or 
science include units and other opportunities for SHSM students to learn in the context of 
the sector they have chosen (ex. Students complete a genetics project on Cystic Fibrosis in
their biology course) 

Certifications and Awareness Training: Sector-recognized certifications related to the 
major and selected from a list, including Standard First Aid, CPR Training, WHMIS and 
three electives specific to the Health and Wellness sector.
Experiential Learning Opportunities:

-Job-shadowing, job-twinning, work experience
-Minimum of 2 Cooperative Education credits linked to the major

-Field trips, other workplace experiences for students to explore careers related to that 
sector
Documentation of Essential Skills and Work Habits through the Ontario Skills 
Passport (OSP) Reach Ahead Experiences: In the field and sectors considered as a 
post-secondary destination, ranging from a few hours to full courses (dual credit programs)

*** Students can complete the SHSM program to prepare them for their pathway to any of 
the four post-secondary destinations, apprenticeships, college, university and the 
workplace***

For more information please contact:
Lead Teacher: Mrs. Beth McCabe



COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

GRADE 9 PROGRAM

ARTS

Drama, Grade 9, Open  ADA1O0
This course provides opportunities for students to explore dramatic forms and techniques, using
material from a wide range of sources and cultures. Students will use the elements of drama to 
examine situations and issues that are relevant to their lives. Students will create, perform, 
discuss, and analyse drama, and then reflect on the experiences to develop an understanding 
of themselves, the art form, and the world around them. Prerequisite: None 

Dance, Grade 9, Open ATC1O0

This course gives students the opportunity to explore their technical and compositional skills by 
applying the elements of dance and the tools of composition in a variety of performance 
situations. Students will generate movement through structured and unstructured improvisation, 
demonstrate an understanding of safe practices with regard to themselves and others in the 
dance environment, and identify the function and significance of dance within the global 
community. Prerequisite: None 

Visual Arts, Grade 9, Open AVI1O0
This course is exploratory in nature, offering an overview of visual arts as a foundation for 
further study. Students will become familiar with the elements and principles of design and the 
expressive qualities of various materials by using a range of media, processes, techniques, and 
styles. Students will use the creative and critical analysis processes and will interpret art within a
personal, contemporary, and historical context. Prerequisite: None 

Music

Music, Grade 9, Open                                                                                                     AMI1O0
This course emphasizes the performance of music at a level that strikes a balance between
challenge  and  skill  and  is  aimed  at  developing  technique,  sensitivity,  and  imagination  to
students who have played a band instrument in their grade school program. Please note that
this is not a beginning band class. Piano and guitar students should not take this course and are
encouraged to take ALC1O0. Students will participate in creative activities that teach them to
listen with understanding. They will also learn correct musical terminology and its appropriate
use.  Prerequisite:  Grade school instrumental band program and/or private lessons on a
band instrument.

Guitar Music, Grade 9 Open       AMG1O0
This course emphasizes performance of music at an intermediate level that strikes a balance 
between challenge and skill. Student learning will include participating in creative activities and 
listening perceptively. Students will also be required to develop a thorough understanding of the 



language of music, including the elements, terminology, and history. Prerequisite: None

AMV1O Music - Vocal/Choral, Grade , Open  AMV1O0
This course emphasizes the creation and performance of music at a level consistent with 
previous experience and is aimed at developing technique, sensitivity, and imagination. 
Students will develop musical literacy skills by using the creative and critical analysis processes 
in composition, performance, and a range of reflective and analytical activities. Students will 
develop an understanding of the conventions and elements of music and of safe practices 
related to music, and will develop a variety of skills transferable to other areas of their life. 

Prerequisite: None

GEOGRAPHY

Geography of Canada, Grade 9, Academic                                                                CGC1D0
This course explores Canada’s distinct and changing character and the geographic systems
and relationships that shape it. Students will investigate the interactions of natural and human
systems within Canada, as well as Canada’s economic, cultural, and environmental connections
to  other  countries.  Students  will  use  a  variety  to  geotechnologies  and  inquiry  and
communication methods to analyse and evaluate geographic issues and present their findings.
Prerequisite: None.                                                                Available in French      CGC1DL

Geography of Canada, Grade 9, Applied                                                                     CGC1P0
This course focuses on geographic issues that affect Canadians today. Students will draw on
personal and everyday experiences to learn about Canada’s distinct and changing character
and the natural and human systems and global influences that shape the country. Students will
use a variety of geotechnologies and inquiry and communication methods to examine practical
geographic questions and communicate their findings.  Prerequisite: None

CATHOLIC STUDIES

Religious Education, Grade 9, Open                                                                             HRE1O0
The primary text for this course is  Be With Me.  Using the Christian metaphor of ‘call’ and the
archetype of ‘journey’, this course invites students into a conversation between their own story
and the lived story of the Christian community. With eyes of faith, students will gaze through a
lens  filtered  by  Scripture,  Profession  of  Faith,  Christian  Moral  Development,  Prayer,
Sacramental Life, and Family Life in order to examine the attitudes and actions that characterize
the Christian life, particularly in the areas of interpersonal relationships and sexuality. Students
develop their understanding of Gospel values while actively engaging in a variety of challenging
educational activities.                                                             Available in French         HRE1OL



ENGLISH

English, Grade 9, Academic                                                                                          ENG1D0
This course is designed to develop the oral communication, reading, writing, and media literacy
skills that students need for success in their secondary school academic programs and in their
daily lives. Students will analyse literary texts from contemporary and historical periods, interpret
informational and graphic texts, and create oral, written, and media texts in a variety of forms.
An important focus will be on the use of strategies that contribute to effective communication.
The course is intended to prepare students for the Grade 10 academic English course, which
leads to university or college preparation courses in Grades 11 and 12.  Prerequisite: None

English, Grade 9, Applied                                                                                            ENG1P0
This course is designed to develop the key oral communication; reading, writing, and media
literacy skills students need for success in secondary school and daily life. Students will read,
interpret, and create a variety of informational, literary, and graphic texts. An important focus will
be  on  identifying  and  using  appropriate  strategies  and  processes  to  improve  students’
comprehension of texts and to help them communicate clearly and effectively. The course is
intended to prepare students for the Grade 10 applied English course, which leads to college or
workplace preparation courses in Grades 11 and 12. Prerequisite: None

English, Grade 9, Locally Developed Compulsory Credit Course                          ENG 1L0
This course provides foundational  literacy and communication  skills  to  prepare students for
success  in  their  daily  lives,  in  the  workplace,  and  in  the  English  Grade  11  Workplace
Preparation course. The course is organized by strands that develop listening and talking skills,
reading  and  viewing  skills,  and  writing  skills.  In  all  strands,  the  focus  is  on  developing
foundational literacy skills and in using language clearly and accurately in a variety of authentic
contexts. Students develop strategies and put into practice the processes involved in talking,
listening, reading, viewing, writing, and thinking, and reflect regularly upon their growth in these
areas. Prerequisite: Recommendation required



This Chart maps out all the courses in the discipline and shows the 
link between courses and the possible prerequisites for them.  They do
not attempt to depict all possible movement from course to course.

Charts for English  - Grade 9 -12

Compulsory Courses

ENG 1D
Grade 9

Academic

ENG 2D
Grade 10
Academic

ENG 3U
Grade 11
Academic

ENG 4U
Grade 12 University

ENG 1P
Grad 9 Applied

Eng 2P
Grade 10 Applied

ENG 3C
Grade 11 College

ENG 4U
Grade 12 College

ENG 3E
Grade 11 Workplace

ENG 4E
Grade 12 Workplace

ENG  1L
Grade 9 LDCC

ENG 2L
Grade 10 LDCC

Optional Courses

Literacy Skills
Reading and

Writing ELS 2O 
Grade 10 Open

English
ENG 2D 

Grade 10 Academic

English 
ENG 2P 

Grade 10 Applied

English
ENG 2L 

Grade 10 LDCC

English 
ENG 3U

Grade 11 University

English
ENG 3C

Grade 11 College

English
ENG 3E

Grade 11 Workplace

Ontario Secondary School
Literacy Course

Grade 11/12 Open

The Writer’s Craft
EWC 4U

Grade 12 University

Media St.
EMS 3O

Grade 11 Open

English Business &
Technology

EBT 40
Grade 12 Open

 

Ontario Secondary 
School Literacy 
Course Grade 11/12 
Open

ENG 4U
Grade 12
University

ENG 4U
Grade 12
College

ENG 4E
Grade 12

Workplace



HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Healthy Active Living Education, Grade 9                                                       Female PPL1OF

                                                                                                                                Male  PPL1OM

This course emphasizes regular participation in a variety of enjoyable physical activities that
promote lifelong healthy active living. Students will learn movement skills and principles, ways to
improve personal fitness and physical competence, and safety and injury prevention. They will
investigate issues related to healthy sexuality and the use and abuse of alcohol, tobacco, and
other drugs, and will participate in activities designed to develop goal-setting, communication,
and social skills  Prerequisite: None

LANGUAGES

Core French, Grade 9, Academic                                                                                   FSF1D0 
This course emphasizes the further development of oral communication, reading, and writing
skills. Students will build on and apply their knowledge of French while exploring a variety of
themes, such as relationships, social trends, and careers. Thematic readings, which include a
selection of short stories, articles, and poems, will serve as stepping-stones to oral and written
activities. Prerequisite: Minimum of 600 hours of French instruction, or equivalent 

Core French, Grade 9, Applied                                                                                       FSF1P0 
This  course  emphasizes  the  concurrent  development  of  oral  communication,  reading,  and
writing skills, using a broad-based theme such as the media. Students will enhance their ability
to understand and speak French through conversations, discussions, and presentations. They
will  also read short  stories,  articles,  poems, and songs,  and write brief  descriptions,  letters,
dialogues, and invitations.  Prerequisite: Minimum of 600 hours of French instruction, or
equivalent 

French Immersion, Grade 9, Academic                                                                          FIF1DL 
This course enables students to enhance their knowledge of the French language and to further
develop  their  language  skills  through  the  study  of  twentieth-century  North  American
francophone literature and culture. Students will participate in oral communication, reading, and
writing  activities  as  they  study  an  authentic  novel  and  selected  authentic  poems,  legends,
songs,  films,  and  newspaper  articles  from  French-speaking  parts  of  North  America.
Prerequisite: Minimum of 3800 hours of instruction in French, or equivalent

MATHEMATICS

Principles of Mathematics, Grade 9, Academic                                                          MPM1D0
This course enables students to develop generalizations of mathematical ideas and methods
through the exploration of applications, the effective use of technology, and abstract reasoning.
Students will investigate relationships to develop equations of straight lines in analytic geometry,
explore relationships between volume and surface area of objects in measurement, and apply
extended algebraic skills in problem solving. Students will engage in abstract extensions of core
learning  that  will  deepen  their  mathematical  knowledge  and  enrich  their  understanding.



Prerequisite: None. Recommend 65% minimum in grade 8 mathematics

Foundations of Mathematics, Grade 9, Applied                                                          MFM1P0
This  course  enables  students  to  develop  mathematical  ideas  and  methods  through  the
exploration  of  applications,  the effective  use of  technology,  and extended  experiences  with
hands-on  activities.  Students  will  investigate  relationships  of  straight  lines,  solve  problems
involving the measurement of 3-dimensional objects and 2-dimensional figures, and apply key
numeric  and  algebraic  skills  in  problem  solving.  Students  will  also  have  opportunities  to
consolidate  core  skills  and  deepen  their  understanding  of  key  mathematical  concepts.
Prerequisite: None 

Mathematics, Grade 9, Locally Developed Compulsory Credit Course                   MAT 1L0
This course emphasizes further development of mathematical knowledge and skills to prepare
students for success in their everyday lives, in the workplace, in the Grade 10 LDCC course,
and in the Mathematics Grade 11 and Grade 12 Workplace Preparation courses. The course is
organized by three strands related to money sense, measurement, and proportional reasoning.
In  all  strands,  the  focus  is  on developing  and consolidating  key foundational  mathematical
concepts and skills  by solving authentic,  everyday problems. Students have opportunities to
further develop their mathematical literacy and problem-solving skills and to continue developing
their skills in reading, writing, and oral language through relevant and practical math activities.
Prerequisite: Recommendation required



Prerequisite Chart for Mathematics, Grade 9-12

NOTE: The Advance Functions MHF 4U must be taken prior to or 
concurrently with Calculus & Vectors MCV 4U

This chart maps out all the courses in the discipline and shows the links
between courses and the minimum requirements for them.  It does not 
attempt to depict all possible movements from course to course. 

LDCC-Locally Developed Compulsory 
Credit Course  ……..Possible with 
consultation

 
Gr. 9 LDCC

 

Foundations
MFM 1P

Grade 9 Applied

Principles
MPM 1D
Grade 9

Academic

Principles
MPM 2D
Grade 10
Academic

Foundations
MFM 2P

Grade 10 Applied

 
Gr. 10 LDCC

Functions
MCR 3U

Grade 11 University

Functions &
Applications

MCF 3M
Grade 11

College/University Prep

Foundations for 
College Math

MBF 3C
Grade 11 College

Math for Work 
& Everyday Life

MEL 3E
Grade 11 Workplace

Adv Functions
MHF4U

Grade 12 University

Math of Data
Mngmnt
MDM 4U

Grade 12 University

Math for College
Tech.

MCT 4C
Grade 12 College

Foundations for
College Math

MAP 4C
Grade 12 College

Math for Work & 
Everyday Life

MEL 4E
Grade 12

Workplace

Calculus &
Vectors
MCV 4U

Grade 12 
University

LDCC-Locally Developed Compulsory Credit 
Course……Possible with consultation

Calculus &
Vectors 
MCV 4U 
Grade 12 
University



SCIENCE

Science, Grade 9, Academic                                                                                          SNC1D0
This course enables students to understand basic concepts in biology,  chemistry,  earth and
space science, and physics; to develop skills in the processes of scientific inquiry; and to relate
science to technology, society, and the environment. Students will learn scientific theories and
conduct investigations related to cell division and reproduction; atomic and molecular structures
and the properties of elements and compounds; the universe and space exploration; and the
principles  of  electricity.  Prerequisite:  None     Recommend  65%  minimum  in  grade  8  
mathematics

Science, Grade 9, Applied                                                                                             SNC1P0 
This course enables students to understand basic concepts in biology,  chemistry,  earth and
space science, and physics; to develop practical skills in scientific investigation; and to apply
their  knowledge  of  science  to  everyday  situations.  Students  will  design  and  conduct
investigations into practical problems and issues related to cell division and reproduction, the
structure and properties of elements and compounds, astronomy and space exploration, and
static and current electricity. Prerequisite: None

Science, Grade 9 Locally Developed Compulsory Credit Course                            SNC 1L0
This course emphasizes reinforcing and strengthening science-related knowledge and skills,
including scientific inquiry, critical thinking and the relationship between science, society, and
the environment, to prepare students for success in everyday life, in the workplace. Students
explore a range of topics including science in daily life, properties of common materials, life
sustaining processes in simple and complex organisms, and electrical circuits. Students have
the opportunity to extend mathematical and scientific process skills and to continue developing
their  skills  in  reading,  writing,  and  oral  language  through  relevant  and  practical  science
activities. Prerequisite:  Recommendation required.

TECHNOLOGY BROAD-BASED

Exploring Technologies, Grade 9, Open                                                                         TIJ1O0
This course enables students to further explore and develop technological knowledge and skills
introduced  in  the  elementary  science  and  technology  program.  Students  will  be  given  the
opportunity  to  design  and  create  products  and/or  provide  services  related  to  the  various
technological  areas  or  industries,  working  with  a  variety  of  tools,  equipment,  and  software
commonly used in industry. Students will develop an awareness of environmental and societal
issues, and will begin to explore secondary and postsecondary education and training pathways
leading to careers in technology related fields. Students will be rotated between available shops.
Prerequisite: None


